Communicating Your Personal Testimony/Story:

Your primary objectives in writing and memorizing your testimony/story is to better relate to the average non-Christian, and to share how you came to know Christ clearly and concisely.  

1.  Before I Accepted Christ (or gave Him complete control):


A.  What was my life like that will relate most to the non-Christian?


B.  What did my life revolve around?  From what did I get my happiness or security?  

      (remember the non-Christian is relying on something external to give him happiness 
        
      and meaning).


C.  How did those things let me down?

2.  How I Received Christ (or gave Him complete control):


A.  When was the first time I heard the gospel? (or when was I first exposed to dynamic 

     Christianity).


B. When did my attitude begin to change?  Why?


C.  Why did I accept Christ?

3.  After I Accepted Christ (or gave Him complete control):


A.  What are the specific changes Christ has made in my life?  Are there any illustrations 

     that would be helpful?  Why am I motivated differently?









          *(see reverse for more)*

Helpful Tips on Writing Your Personal Testimony:

DO'S:

Choose a theme and carry it throughout the testimony.

Use an "attention getting opener" to grab your audience's attention right away.

Use specific examples and interesting experiences or details.

Share things people can identify with.

Write the way you speak.

Explain the gospel CLEARLY in your story (i.e. We are saved by placing our trust in Christ alone                                               
to pay our death penalty of sin, and that good works don’t play any part in us getting into 
heaven).

Use a scripture verse in your testimony.

Have a concise ending that relates back to your theme or "attention getting opener".

Time limit should be 3 minutes (this helps us meet our objective of being clear and concise).

Practice it over and over until it becomes natural.

DON'TS:

Don't forget your ABC's:   1) Audible - speak slowly and clearly.




   2) Brief - keep it focused and to the point.  Rambling dilutes the 



                
    message!



                3) Christ-Centered - the focus is how you came to know Christ.

Don't have a "church-imony"  (assume your audience has no Bible knowledge and is 
unchurched).

Don't have a "bore-imony"  (rambling / tangents / unnecessary details).

Don't have a "brag-imony"  (glorify sin / overly negative or overly positive).

Don't do a "preach-imony"  (it's your personal story, not a sermon).

Don't do a "slang-imony"  (no Christian lingo like "I grew up in a Christian home", “I got saved”, “I 
asked Jesus into my heart”, etc.).

Don't use vague terms like "happy", "changed" without explaining.

Don't paint a picture that the Christian life is a bed of roses.

Don't criticize (or even name) any church, denomination, organization, etc.

