Relationships with a Purpose:
“If I firmly believed, as millions say they do, that the knowledge and practice of religion in this life influence destiny in another, then religion would mean to me everything. . . I would esteem one soul gained for heaven worth a life of suffering.  Earthly consequences would never stay in my head or seal my lips. . . I would strive to look on Eternity alone, and on the immortal souls around me, soon to be everlastingly happy or everlastingly miserable.”











- C.T. Studd, quoting an atheist

My friend _________________________________
1. Preparation

A. Prayer



a. That God would open your friend’s eyes and heart.



b. Spiritual discernment and wisdom for you.



c. Personal cleansing for you.



d. For realization of the spiritual battle against you and your friend.  


B. Plan


Think through a plan for developing a relationship with this person: What common ground 



is there between us?  How can I best go about meeting this person’s needs, especially 




their need for knowing Christ?



When? __________________________________



How? __________________________________________________________________

2. Conversation
Become better acquainted with this person through conversation.  Get to know their likes and dislikes, hobbies, future plans, family situation, etc. From the outset, introduce spiritual things by talking about yourself, your interests, your involvement in CCC, in a natural, non-threatening way.  Remember, your desire is to know them better and to help them know you.

3. Activity 

What activity can you do together to deepen your relationship?  In what ways can you serve him/her?

4. Evaluation
Take some time to evaluate how the relationship is progressing.  Are they open to spiritual things?  How do they react when I talk about them?  Is my testimony coming through accurately?  Am I above reproach?  Is the enemy attacking in any particular way?  Are we friends?

5. Verbal Testimony 

If you have not already done so, communicate your testimony clearly and relevantly.

6. Expose to the Christian body
The testimony of a godly, loving group of Christians is powerful.  Invite your friend to a group activity such as a social, weekly meeting, church, etc., where he/she will be welcomed, loved, and feel comfortable.

7. Share the Gospel
Share the gospel with them in it’s entirety in a clear and understandable way.  Take as much time as you need to communicate it, answering his/her questions lovingly and patiently.  And remember that the gospel “is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)

8. Decision
Lovingly bring your friend to a point of decision concerning the gospel.  They may or may not be ready to receive Christ at this point, but they need to understand their position with the Lord, the choice before them, and their responsibility in the matter.  If they are not ready, as their friend, you have the privilege to continue on being their life-line to Jesus!
